"An experienced scholar and writer with more than three decades of exemplary work to his credit, Robert Lieber has written a first-rate book, a 'cool' assessment of topics that normally come in for shrill treatments full of panic and exaggerations. . . . [He] knows the fields of energy and Euro-American relations and the play of things in the Middle East with intimacy and authority. . . . He is theoretically sophisticated, yet quite knowing of Washington ways and policy choices, [and he] . . . draws a realistic balance sheet of America standing in the world. Lieber writes with poise and calm: he has firm views of the world, but they are expressed with grace and appropriate reserve. He wears his learning lightly. . . . Lieber documents American preeminence but his book is free of triumphalism. He knows the weakness of European policies but does not succumb to Euro-bashing 
Preface
In recent years a lopsided and often unedifying debate has been taking place. Criticism of America's world role has been characterized by rhetorical excess, partisan acrimony, and ideologically driven assessments that fail to weigh the lethality of the threat we face in the post-9/11 world, the limits of international institutions, and the long- 
